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Hokkaido Pottery Society
President
MAENO Yuko
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The Exhibition "ART FEST OF CLAY & FIRE - With Ceramic Artists from Oregon” is held at the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Sapporo, in commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of Hokkaido Pottery Society. We would like to
express our sincere thanks to all of those who have been supporting us at various occasions.

In 1968 Hokkaido Pottery Society (HPS) started in this northern country, and since then we have tried to make various
activities such as exhibitions, technical seminars and lecture meetings aiming at the development of pottery in Hokkaido.
Present members are 30 professional potters residing in Hokkaido and have been continuing varieties of creative
activities.

In 2008 and 2009 we have been conducting a series of memorial events in commemoration of the 40th anniversary.
Last April in 2008 we had an Exhibition at the Portland Japanese Garden, Portland, Oregon, and then a special Exhibition
at the Ceramic Showcase organized by the Oregon Potters Association (OPA). We displayed 24 pieces of works and had
a large number of citizens to visit and enjoy. The pottery works displayed at Portland were exhibited again at the
Sapporo Marui-lmai Art & Craft Gallery last November in 2008 together with newly made works.

After several lucky and kind happenings three HPS members were invited by the Oregon Potters Association to
display their pottery works at Ceramic Showcase 2005 held at Portland. At that occasion they had a chance to learn the
lively ceramic activities in Oregon, and it was the start of the mutual exchange between HPS and OPA. We are now
proud of welcoming and displaying 30 pieces of ceramic works created by OPA members at this joint Exhibition.

Accidentally this year Sapporo and Portland cities are celebrating the 50th anniversary of sister city affiliation and
many ceramic artists residing in Portland are visiting Hokkaido. The Exhibition displaying such a large number of
ceramic works made by American artists is the first and very valuable occasion in Hokkaido, and we believe that it gives
a fantastic and significant occasion to understand each other by “Speaking the Common Language of Clay” . All of HPS
members hope that active exchange may be made between citizen and Japanese/American potters through lectures,
demonstrations, gallery talks and other events to be held during the Exhibition.

Furthermore it should be mentioned that the works displayed as PEACE POLES were made by Hokkaido citizens who
participated HPS workshops held at 15 places all over Hokkaido.
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Museum of Contemporary Art, Sapporo
Deputy Director
YOSHIZAKI Motoak
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Vessels and forms, created by clay and fire, were obtained by mankind early in history. Making forms by clay, firing,
and coloring with glazes. All these techniques are very limited and simple, but the expression is really different in periods
and regions. It widely ranges from practical things closely related to everyday life to those for magic or artistic
appreciation. [t may be said to reflect strongly the specific climate and culture.

This time artworks manufactured by ceramic artists of Hokkaido and Oregon, USA, are displayed at the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Sapporo. Sapporo and Portland are the central cities of each region in respect of economy and
culture, and became sister-cities in 1959 understanding that both are newly constructed cities by settlers, approximately
on the same latitude and similar climates, and Sapporo has developed under the guidance of many Americans in the
settling period of Hokkaido. In the period of half a century various exchanges have been made in the fields of arts,
culture, sports, economy and sc on. The voluntary exchange between Hokkaido Pottery Society and Oregon Potters
Association is one of these most important activities.

The Sapporo Art Park has a Ceramic Studio, NOBORI-GAMA Pottery Kiln and ANA-GAMA Pottery Kiln available for
citizens use, and since its opening in 1986 it has tried to develop and promote pottery through frequently opened
classes at the Craft Studio and exhibitions at the Craft Hall. The use of large space of the Museum to display the
pottery works of both regicons is of great significance in various senses in the memorial 50th anniversary year of
Sappora and Portland sister cities. It will provide chances not only of exchange and display but also of finding cultural
similarities and differences of sensibilities developed in the similar histories and climates. | hope that many people will

understand the relation between the two regions and enjoy the charm of pottery by this Exhibition.
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Oregon Potters Association
OPA Exhibition Curator
Natalie WARRENS
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The Oregon Potters Association is very honored to be invited by the Hokkaido Pottery Society to exhibit thirty ceramic
pieces in their first international exhibition, Art Fest of Clay & Fire, in Sapporo, Japan.

This cultural exchange with the Hokkaido Pottery Society is a continuation of the rich creative connection that began
in 2005 when three potters, Yuko Maeno, Hiroshi Nakamura, and Nobuyuki Kousai exhibited works at our annual
ceramics exhibition, Ceramic Showcase. in Portland. Oregon.

Three years later we were fortunate to exhibit 24 pieces by the Hokkaido potters at the 2008 Ceramic Showcase. The
exquisite exhibition exposed Oregon and Washington potters and more than 18,000 attending to the uniquely diverse
and specialized styles of the Hokkaido artists. At this event, not only did the works of art inspire our community, but
connections were made and friendships begun that have continued to grow where spirits are fueled and enriched by our
common medium, clay.

Through this exhibition of ceramic works by potters from the Pacific Northwest at Art Fest of Clay & Fire, we hope
that the potters in Hokkaido and the public will experience the personal vision expressed by each of our potters. While
this work represents less than ten percent of our 350 member guild. it is representative of the diversity of work made
by the Oregon Potters Association.

Whether the works are traditional or contemporary, functional or sculptural, we as a global community of artists speak
the common language of clay, yet continually seek to discover a new voice in clay. We share a passion for clay and with
this exhibition hope to stimulate a new generation of ceramic artists and enhance the relationship with Portland' s Sister
City. Sapporo.

The Oregon Potters Association is very grateful for this opportunity made possible by the Hokkaido Pottery Society.
Our sincerest thanks to everyone’ s support in this endeavor. We especially want to thank the Regional Arts and Culture
Council of Portland, Oregon for the Opportunity Grant which supports this exhibition and for the collaborative efforts
with Portland-Sapporo Sister City Association.
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